LTC Benefield is from North East Alabama, where he earned a BA in Political Science and was a Distinguished Military Graduate of Jacksonville State University in 1992. He was initially commissioned as an Infantry Officer and transferred to the Military Intelligence Corps in 1996.  
He most recently served as the Team Chief of the National Geospatial Intelligence Agency (NGA) Army Support team.  He was previously assigned as the NGA Deputy Country Chief, Iraq and prior to that served as the Operations Officer and Deputy Mission Crew Commander for the Military Intelligence Detachment (JSTARS) (Provisional) at Robins Air Force Base, Georgia.
LTC Benefield commanded the Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion (Airborne), 509th Infantry at the Joint Readiness Training Center (JRTC) in Fort Polk, Louisiana.  His other assignments include: Intelligence Instructor at the United States Infantry School, Fort Benning, Georgia, an Observer Controller and Battalion S2 at JRTC, and service as an Infantry Officer in the 3rd Battalion, 327th Infantry at Fort Campbell, Kentucky.
A graduate of the Command and General Staff College, Lieutenant Colonel Benefield has also completed the Combined Arms Services Staff School, Joint and Combined Warfighting School, Military Intelligence Officer Advanced and Transition courses, and the Infantry Officer Basic Course.
Lieutenant Colonel Benefield’s military awards include the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, Air Medal, Army Commendation Medal, Army
Achievement Medal, the National Defense Service Medal, the Global War on Terrorism
Expeditionary Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Senior Parachutist Badge, and Air Assault Badge. 

Lieutenant Colonel Benefield is married with 3 children.

